2 John 1:12

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with
paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to

face, that our joy may be full.

Analysis

Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and
ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may
be full. John concludes by explaining his brevity: "Having many things to write"
(Greek polla echon hymin graphein, moAA& £ywv Luiv ypdeev) indicates he could
say much more but chooses to wait for personal communication. "I would not write
with paper and ink" (Greek ouk ébouléthén dia chartou kai melanos, ovkK
nBovANONY 6wx yhaptov Kol péAavog)—literally "papyrus and ink"—shows
preference for direct conversation over written correspondence.

"I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face" (Greek elpizo genesthai pros
hymas kai stoma pros stoma lalésai, éAniCw yevéobal mpog LG Kol OTOPA TIPOG
otopa Aaifoot) expresses John's hope for personal visit. "Mouth to mouth" (literal
translation) emphasizes intimate, direct communication impossible in a letter.
Face-to-face conversation allows nuance, immediate response to questions,
pastoral sensitivity, and relational warmth that written words cannot fully convey.

"That our joy may be full" (Greek hina hé chara hémon pepléromeneé €, (va 1 yopa
Huév menAnpwuévn 1) reveals the purpose: complete joy in fellowship. The perfect
passive participle "having been made full" suggests joy already present but
needing completion through personal interaction. John's joy in their faithfulness
(verse 4) will reach fulfillment in direct fellowship. This reflects the relational
nature of Christianity—truth is not merely propositional but personal, experienced



in community. The apostle's pastoral heart desires not just doctrinal correctness
but joyful communion with beloved believers.

Historical Context

Letter writing in the ancient world was expensive and labor-intensive. Papyrus was
costly, writing required trained scribes (though John may have written personally),
and delivery depended on finding trustworthy messengers willing to travel.
Despite these challenges, letters were essential for communication across the
Roman Empire's vast distances. Apostolic epistles often served as the primary

means of teaching and guiding scattered Christian communities.

However, ancient writers recognized letters' limitations. They lacked the
immediacy and intimacy of personal presence. Misunderstanding could arise from
written communication that face-to-face conversation would prevent. The
impersonal nature of letters meant they couldn't fully convey emotional tone or
address individual situations with necessary sensitivity. Thus, Paul and John both
express strong preference for personal visits when possible (Romans 15:22-24, 1
Corinthians 16:5-7, Philippians 2:24, 1 Thessalonians 2:17-18).

John's reference to "full joy" reflects the early church's understanding of Christian
fellowship as essential to faith. Believers didn't merely assent to doctrines but
shared life together, rejoicing in mutual commitment to Christ and His truth. The
apostle's anticipated joy in visiting them mirrors God's own joy over His people
(Zephaniah 3:17) and Christ's joy in bringing many sons to glory (Hebrews
2:10-11). This communal dimension of Christianity contrasted sharply with
individualistic pagan religions and continues to distinguish genuine Christianity
from mere intellectual assent to propositions.

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation
Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love



1 John 4:8 — God is love

Study Questions

1. What kinds of communication or situations require personal presence rather
than digital interaction, and why?

2. How can churches balance the efficiency of technology with the relational
depth that requires physical presence?

3. In what ways does pursuing "full joy" in Christian fellowship depend on both
shared commitment to truth and genuine personal relationship?

Interlinear Text

IToAA&x Eywv OLpiv  ypdeelwy oOLK TNPOLANONY o1

many things Having unto you to write not I would write with
G4183 62192 65213 G1125 G3756 61014 61223

Yaptov Kol péAavog GAAX €AmiCw €AOelvy mpog VLPGG

paper and ink but I trust to come to you
65489 62532 63188 G235 61679 62064 G4314 65209

Kol OoTopa Ipo¢ otopo AaAfjoor va 1 yapa TNuov

and face to face speak that 63588 joy our
62532 64750 64314 64750 62980 62443 65479 62257

1 TIEITANPWHEDT

may be full
656600 64137

Additional Cross-References
John 16:12 (Parallel theme): I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot
bear them now.

John 15:11 (Parallel theme): These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.



Numbers 12:8 (Parallel theme): With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even
apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he
behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?

Hebrews 13:19 (Parallel theme): But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I

may be restored to you the sooner.

1 John 1:4 (Parallel theme): And these things write we unto you, that your joy may
be full.

Romans 15:24 (Faith): Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to
you: for I trust to see you in my journey, and to be brought on my way thitherward

by you, if first I be somewhat filled with your company.

John 17:13 (Parallel theme): And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in
the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

John 16:24 (Parallel theme): Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.
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